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Yetwas he vrntclilng them and hnin
meting out the right course to adopt

He mono understood that to the novlca

the amazing ordeal from width the
lighthouse had successfully emerged

was ns naught compared with the
V thunderous blows of the waves the

nstoundlng reverberations of the hollow
vlllnr the continuous deluge of spray

rlrlUlnj the lantern which the Infurl
nted sea would Inflict on them

To urge nay further effort to sleep

was folly They must remain with him
mad be comforted

Being reasonable girls of flue spirit
under conditions less benumbing It

was better that they should grasp the
i acts accurately They would bo timid

of course Just ns people are timid dur
lug their first attempt to walk twist
rock and cataract at the falls of Niag ¬

era but they would hue coiilldeuce In

their guide and endure the Burrouudluj
jiaiidynioiiliiui

lioroa to you Enid Still we live
ho cried nod drained Ills cup-

I sup pup poso so she stammered
Better sup up your cocoa said

Constance Now I am quits with you
for this afternoon

Ill tell you what went on Brand
confidentially In that locker you will
Hud u couple of stout pilot coats Iut
them on As I cannot persuade you to
leave me you must sit down and It Is
cold In here Moreover for the first
time In tweutyoue years I will smoku
on duty I have earned a little relaxa ¬

tion of the law
Out of the corner of his eye he saw

that Constance It not Enid had not
missed the subtle hint In his words
But she was quite normal again She
gave no sign helped her sister into the
heavy reefer and made herself com ¬

r fortable In turn
Neither of you will ever regret to ¬

nights experience when It is nicely
over ho said You are like a couple
of recruits In their first battle

I um sure began Enid
A huge wave containing several hun ¬

dred tons of water smote tho light-

house
¬

and cavorted over their heads
The house that was founded upon a
rock fell not but It shook through all
IU Iron bound tiers und the empty
cups danced on their saucers

Not nnother word could Enid utter
She was paralyzed

That fellow arrived lu the nick of
time to emphasize my remarks said
Brand lighting his pipe This Is your
baptIsm of fire If I may strain a meta ¬

phor But you ore far better situated
than the soldier Ho gets scared out
of his wits by big guns which nro com ¬

paratively harmless and when he has
been welt pounded for an hour or so
he advances qulto blithely to meet the
almost silent hall of dangerous bullets
So you see In his case ignorance Is

blissAre wo iu bliss demanded Con ¬

stanceYou
have been The lighthouse has

outfaced a hurricane such ns has not
visited England before in my lifetime
It Is over The wind has dropped to a
JCa 10 pile and we have not lost even
n bit of skin to my knowledge Now
the cannonade Is beginning Certainly
wo may have the glass broken by n
rare accident but no worse fate can
befall us

A heavy thud was followed by a
dehige without They heard tho water
pouring oft the gallery

Constance leaned forward with
hands on knees Her large eyes looked
iito his-

Thls time dad you are not choosing
Ivor words she said

I am sorry you should think that
was tho reply I selected each phrase
with singular care Never be misled
by the apparent ease of a speaker Tho
boit Impromptu Is prepared before

handYou dear old humbug she cried
Now the quiet deadliness of the scene

whIch followed the reappearance of
Enid and herself from their bedroom
was manifest to her Enid too was
looking from one to the other In eager
striving to grasp the essentials of an
rptfioda rapidly grouping Its details Into
BOiuonce Brand knew that If he par-

tied hjs daughters questioning they
would be on their knees by his side
forthwith and ho wished to avoid any
further excitement

Ilcase attend both of you he
Brawled with mock severity I nm
Rotug to tell you something that will
console you

Ills voice was drowned by some part
of the Atlantic whirling over the lan
tern

This kind of thing does not go on
all tho time he continued Other
wla we should have five hours of spas ¬

medic conversation As soon as the
title rises sulllclently to gain an unin ¬

terrupted run across the reef wo will
have nt least two hours of comparative
qulttf About 4 oclock there will ho n
Ktxiond edition for an hour or so I sup
pose that any suggestion of bed

Will be scouted exclaimed Euld
A nice pair of beauties you will be

In the morning ho grumbled artfully
Not oven Constance was proof

ngahist this new burden of woe She
glanced around

Yon say that she cried knowing
that the nearest looking glass is yards
army

Ho pointed with his pipe
III tho second drawer of the desk

you will find a heliograph It Is only
n tor but will Justify me

They rut together and found tIre lit
tie circular mirror The next wave
paatcd unheeded Smiling ho went up
to tho lamp Even yet there was hope
they might go to bed when tho respite
came

After much talk of disordered hair
wan checks rings round tho eyes
cracked lips and other outrageous do
feet which a pretty woman mourns
wham divorced from her dressing table
ciatu icu culled himgeld1Ila1o
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Xo he Miswcred Bending between
the two of them he saw that the point ¬

er of HIP iiurlgpope bore due snuthweat
though the last siren of which they hind

nor knowledge sounded from limo op
posits direction

He picked up a little trumpet re
scmhllng the horn of n motor car

I use Mils for tests he explained
Its tiny vibrator quickly brought the
ticcdjo round toward his lined

It Is Improbable In tho highest de ¬

gree lint any steamer Is near endigh
to affect the aurlscope he wild On
n night like this they give the coast a
wide bertha

lIe quitted them again The girls
having nothing better to do watched
the dial to set If any change occurred
Ho heard them use tho small trumpet
three times Then Enid sang out

Oh do come dad It goes back to
the southwest regularly

Ho Joined In tho watch The needle
was pointing north In obedleuce to tho
sound waves created in tho room
Suddenly It swung round nearly half
the circumference of the dial

Hush lie Raid They listened In
tently limit the roar of wind njuf water
was too deafening They could hoar
naught else He weut to the south ¬

west point of the glass dome but the
lantern was so blurred with rivulets of
water that he could nee nothing save n
tawny vostness where the light fell on

the nylig spindrift
To make sure he tested the aurlscope

again mid with the same result
A Vessel U approaching from the

southwest ho announced gruvoly
Evidently she Is whistling for hop

I hope she will not attempt to approach I

too near tho reef I must lave n look
out

lie put on an oilskin coat and tied
the strings of a souwester firmly bo
neath his chin

The small door of tine lantern opened
toward the bay so ho had no dlfllculty
in gaining the gallery The girl-

watched him forcing his way agains-

the wind until he was facing It
gazing In the direction of the Belli
Isles

Perhaps some poor ship Is In dan
ger Connie whispered Enid I

makcK mo feel quite selfish Mere was
I thinking of nothing but my own
peril yet that little machine there was
faithfully doing Its duty

It was not alone In Its self aban ¬

donment We shall never know dear-
est how touch father suffered when ho

I sent us oft with u jest on his lips
am sure ho thought the lantern woul
bo blown away

And he with It Oh Connie
Yes He believed If that awful

thing took place while wo were below
wo might escape I can see It all now
I had the vaguest sort of suspicion
but he hoodwinked

Had we known we would not bar
left him cried Enid passionately

Yes wo would Think of hint
sticking to his post Was It for us to
disobey

Overcome by their feelings the
stood In silence forn little while

coultlIEnid screamed loudly
Dont dear cried Constance shrilly

Father would not remain there It It
were dangerous

Nevertheless they both breathed more
freely when they saw him again an
Indeterminate shape against the lumi ¬

lions gloom
Constance felt that she must speak

Time sound of her own voice beat con ¬

fidence
I have never really understood dad

until tonight she said What an en ¬

nobling thing In n sense of duty lilt
would have died here quite calmly
Enid yet he would avoid time least risk
out there That would be endangering
his trust Oh I am glad we are here
I have never lived before this hour

Enid style a wondering glance lit her
sister Tho girl seemed to be gazing
Into depths Immeasurable Afterward
the jvords came hack to her mind
That would be endangering hits trust
Brand faced the gale a full five min ¬

rotes He returned hastily

There is a big steamer heading this
wnya liner I fancy ho gasped halt
choked with spray I fear she It disa ¬

pled Sho Is tiring rockets mud I sup¬

pose her siren Is going constantly
though I coy not hear It

He ran tothe room beneath Flush ¬

ed with this nor excitement the girls
donned their oilskin coals and arrang ¬

ed their souwosters When he hur ¬

ried up the stalls ho was carrying four
rockets lIe noted their preparations

Dont come out until I have llred tho
alarm signal he shouted and tie
your dresses tightly around your
kneesThey

heard tho loud hissing of the
rockets and the four reports traveled
dully from time sky Tree while star
bursts mid one ml told the Lands land
coast guards that a ship In peal of
help was near the limit Hock Iroba
lily they hind already seen the vessels
signals In amy event they would not
miss the display from the lighthouse

Walking wllh dllllculty the girls
4crept out on to the balcony

Brand hud already gone to the wind ¬

ward stile Tho first rush of the gale
made them breathless yet they perse-
vered and reached him They wore
greeted by a climber but their other
with a hand on their shoulders pressed
them down amid the spray crashed
against the lantern behind them Ho
knew they would take no harm When
the vessel passed their boots nil stock
hugs would be soaked Then ho could
Insist that they should go to bed

At first they distinguished nothing
save a chaotic blend of white and yel-
low

¬

Loan driving over the roof nt nn
apparently Incredible speed Over-
head

¬

tho black pall of tho sky seemed
to touch the top of the lantern Around
In n vast circle carved out of tho mur ¬

ky wilderness tho wondrous bonni of
tho light fought nail conquered Its un ¬

wearied foes Constance caught th-
elyfrgpjc nOAblR or hanve Rtolts
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lightship nwiiy to limn right Sho fan
clod site saw n twinkling ahead lint
this wits the St Agnes light and nol ¬

ther girl could make out other sight
nor sound until llnuid pointed stead ¬

ily toward one spot In till darkness
Before they could follow his Indica

iron they were compelled to duck to
nvold another wave Then ns It It hind
Just popped up out of the sea they ill

hind n tiny white spark swinging
slowly across n consldprnblo area It
was by that menus tlmpt Brand had es¬

timated the fjlzo and nearness of time

steamer and soon they glimpsed tho
red nud green side lights though ever
and anon these were hidden by the tor ¬

rents of water sweeping over her
leeks Of the vessel they could see
nothing whatever

Steadily she rolled along her fearful
path Having once found her there
was no dllHculty In estimating time ra ¬

pidity of her approach Euld whoso
eyes were strong and farsighted tau ¬

clod sloe caught n fitful vision of n big
black hull laboring In the yellow waves

Though It was dllllcult to sjteak she
crept close to Brand mid screamed

Is she drifting on to tho reoV
I tear so ho answered
Then sho will be lost
Yon aimless they manage to pass to

Kuthard
Luckily for poor human nature men ¬

tal stress and physical effort rarely
unite forces rime more attempt to re
fist the wind the constant watchful
floss needed to avoid tire ambitious
oas though those strange to say np
lJare1 to be diminishing In size nUll

volume ns the tide rose served to dull
tho horror of the threatened tragedy

Brand quitted thom for mi Instant to
glue his eyes to limo lantern after will
lug n space on time glass He must see
If tho lamp needed tending Satisfied
by tho scrutiny lic stowl behind the
girls who had shrunk closely together
time moment he retired

They are trying to steer clear of
the reef he shouted Twice they
linve WIt her head around but the s-

Is too strong for thorn I nm lif raid she
Is

doomedNow unquestionably saw the
great boor of the slip Her funnels
showed most clearly making sharply
dofliipd lilac ilnults on the heaving
desert of froth limo plunging whirls
of the masthead light were enough to
prove how the unfortunate vessel was
laboring In what might prove to Jbe her
anal agony

And the pity of ItJ rte wind was
dropping In mother hour time weather
might moderate appreciably tho tide
would sweep her awoy from tho horri ¬

forthconit ¬lightybrave men on boom ready to take any

distresst by fate
They could plainly hear top hoarse
blasts of the steamers fog horn and
again a rocket spurted Its paUl to the

cloudsShe
was barely a mile away and It

anything In a worse position than be ¬

fore as till wind remained fixed In thestagedto flow back again to tho Atlantic
Cnn nothing ho done streamed

Constance rendered halt frantic by time

thought that the Mteiunor would go to
pieces before their ovcs

Nothing was trio roster PrayofcIn grewsomo distinctness they watch ¬

ed the vessels approach Time siren
I ceased Had those on hoard abandon ¬

ed hope Pitching and rolling In n

possibilityj
on with fatal directness Suddenly a

l1ranllsI
by west and northnorthwest At low
water some two acres of Jagged rocks
nro exposed On nil skies the sound j

Ings fell to sixteen and eighteen tutu
oms What It this helpless leviathan

of 10000 tons or moro dead weight
were to strike the pillar This was
quite possible with the tide at Its pres ¬

cut level It all depended whether her
bows were raised or lowered at the mo-
ment of Impact III the 0110 case she
would smash away many feet of rock
mum perhaps damage the foundations
of the lighthouse In time olhnr her
sharp piow would stab Into limo vitals
of tho granite amid the lingo column
might collapse In common ruin with Its
colossal assailant

One of the girls he never remember ¬

ed which of there spoke to him lie
could not answer For a second time
hat night he knew what fear meant lIe
watched the onward plunging of the
vessel with stupefied eyes lit saw ns
In n dream that her oltlccrs and rrew
were stilt making desperate efforts to
weather the reef But with time utter
malignity of fate though they might
have swung peer to port she would not
biulgo a yard to starboard for now
both wind nnd waves assailed her most
vehemently on the starboard quarter

Then when sho was little more than
twice her own length distant he was
certain that n dim form on time bridge
signaled to tho chart house With n
miraculous deftness on the assumption
that her wheel was put hard over she
fell away from tho racing seas Her
red light disappeared her green light
curve Into full view The next wnvo
lifted her bodily With a mad Joy that
It slvpuld be able to uso her to butler
Its enemy the rock

Then she struck with a HlckijuUiR
crash that was plainly audible above
the roar or the reef This was not
enough Another rush of foaming wa ¬

ter enveloped her and smashed her
ngaln on an Inner ledge There shb
lodged falling Inertly over to star ¬

board
And Brand found its voice once

more for as sure ns this terrible night
would have Its end so surely hud tho
gallant captain of tho steamer refused
to Imperil the lighthouse when all hope
of saving his ship had vanished

Tho tears were In Brands eyes JIll
arms encircled time two girls

There goes a fine ship commanded
by n bravo man ho cried

Anti that was tho beginning of the
captains requiem

CHAPTEU VII

1 IImenn
parcntly fr ae graver Issues of life
or dedta determined ut times It is not
2119r ow Behlnl the trllallt 2

1
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Ihwfficff nien fasten with sttiazemeiit as
tho governing factor In event there
lies nn Inscrutable purpose Yet to
those wntculug the destruction of the
splendid vowel there was little evi ¬

dense of outer than If blind fury In Clio

fashion of her undoing
The hoarse words Jmflj scarce left

Brands lips beforo a third wave high
er mid more truculent than Its prede
censors sprang rlltlt over the lost ship
nail smothered her In an nvalancho ut

rater No doubt this monster swept
away of thgolllccrs and crew It
was Impossible to be certain of aught
save the one thinglimit the steamer
wound surely break up before their
eyes The wind now blowing In fierce
gusts the sea rising each minute tho
clouds or spray chasing each other InIrlnllhi ¬

noise of the reef made nil sights ami
sounds linleOulle nebulous almost fan ¬

tastic
But when time giant billon receded

leaving tho ship like n dark rock Inthe
midst of Innumerable enscmles time cit
tastrophc tool place which Brand
would have foreseen were lids thoughts
less tumultuous With time support of
the sea wllhdrnwn from halt Its length
tho lingo hull must either slip back
Into deep water or break In two Tlie
slender steel shell of nn ocean Inner Is
not constructed to resist the law of
gravity acting on full 5000 tons So
the solid looking colossus cracked ilk
n carrot and time nfter part fell buck
Into tho watery chasm there to IK
swallowed Instantly nmld a turmoil
which happily clrowned time despalrlnv
shrieks of for more than unit of those
on board

Constance amid Enid screamed bitter
ly In their woe but again they were
saved from utter collapse by the ex
Igcnclcsof the moment Brand who
exported to see tho remainder Of till
ship blown up by tho Inrushlng of till
set to the furnaces dragged them forc
lily below tho level of tho protecting
balustrade

Yet nothing of time sort took place
A vast cloud of steam ru hcd upward
but It urns dissipated by time noxt
breath of the gale This ImIdont told
the lighthouse keeper much The ves ¬

sel hail ben disabled so long that her
skillful commander finding time motive
power of no further avail and certain
that iris ship must bu driven ashore
lad ordered the flrcj to ho drawn and
the steam to bo exlwusied trout nil
collcrs except one Therefore her shin ft
was broken rwisoned Bmnd Prolm
bly time accident hnd otvurrpd during
tho height of the hurricane amid her
Peering gear of little use without tho
driving force of tho engine to help
might have been disabled at time some

timeWllcntho horror strickon watchers
looked again at thjjjwreck time forward
part hind slilflod tts position It toe
now iyntr hrgx HUtlc oa to the sots
cud limo loftjrtforemnBt thrust Its truck
to within n fOvf feet of tbom

They wore spared one ghastly scene
which must surely luc bereft the
girls of their censps Time majority of
tie filet class passongpraiJiBd pa there
In tj4e8aloon S flue clung like limpets
to tho main Ban jfny n number most ¬

ly then crowtlod together In the draw
hut room on tho promcnado duck Fnr
tlllTr limit t fin the ollllllot eu as the
coinpnnloirhntchwnys bad been locket
by tho olllcor of time watch the decks
Ireinlf iiPU Impassable

When the mill yielded foe spacious
Si1loon ti4 cspoMHl to tho vicious
waves Ftmltng this now cavern opened
to thorn frroflt liquid tongues sprang
Into thi darkueas nail ll kod out imp
less Allot linn by the seao Of this ap
palling Incident thoe In tho lighthouse
knew nothing until Ions afterward

tlmou time ship struck time electric dy ¬

namos stopped and all her lights went
out The lighthouse lump owing to Its
rays being concentrated by Iho illoptrle
lens helped not ninll to dissipate the
dim and ghastlyMJfllon hCII Ill th but
the great frame oliV fore part of the
vessel served as n breakwater to some
extent and tomporarljy withheld time

waves from beating Against the col
umn

Ilunce Brandv straining his eyes
through the Hying ruck fancied he
could make out the figure of the cap
tain as he loft time and with
same of tutu crow tootc shelter behind
tlo structurjlof the library and state
cabins on what trinnliipd of time prom
enade deck At time stime moment the
frenzied occupants of the library and
gangway contrived toburst open the
door of time main COIllI llllollIIf they hind to tile tl IK
die In the open and not boxed up In
Impenetrable darknesA As n mutter
of fart time rolls were forced by a urns
who fired hits revolver at them The
sea quickly discovered this new outlet
Tin next wave passing through tho
saloon lilt tons of water pouring
through time open hatch One good re ¬

sult accrued Tho strong canvas awn ¬

lilt which prolonged the spar deck was
carried away and the group of surely
ors benumbed with cold amid wholly
overcome by tfielr desperate position
could see the entire height of tho JrallI
No column In front crowned with ItllI
diadem of brilliance Time liberated
passengers raft It for time first time

The sight lirought nil hopp Between
ship and lighthouse was n true innej
Strom off more than sixty fret of water
created by tho backwash from tho
stbriework amid tho shattered hull
laves It time passage could bo mantle of
What avail was It The Iron entrance
door wits full fifty fcctnbove the pres ¬

rut level of time caIt could only bp
approached by way AItlm rungs of
Iron Imbedded In the and 0V

ell wave even In the comparative
inoleratlon caused by tho obstructing
wreck swept at least twenty feet of tho
Hinooth stone tiers It Is this very fact
llmt prevents rock lighthouses from sel ¬

dom If ever serving us refuges for ship
wrecker sailors The ascending ladder
Is so exposed tho sert usually so till ¬

bulent under the leasts stress of wind
that no human being cull retain Jmild
hold or footing

Yet there was one faint ijumce of
succor null it was dot u sailor who
grasped It The first that Brand knew
of tho duapiiiilo venture wits time sight
of n spectral mini climbing up limo

shrouds of time foremast On a steamer
whoso yards nro seldom used for sails
the practicable rppc ladder ceases nt
the fore main or mizzen top as tho
case mny be Thenceforward a Ballot
must climb with hands and feet to the
truck a feat which may occasionally
bo necessary when the vessel Is la
aIcaIt s bardlr ever attempted tit

a

IiaIThe renlnrr oiup imlivMual who thus
sudden1 inmlo hlmxolf the center orI
observation carried a line with him
Not uhtirtict essayed the mroiii l portion
of life portions nswist did Brand millio
what time other Intraulfd to do wlltrji
was nothing less thou to nwh the
truck the very top of tho iitjut nitd on
douvor to throw a rope to the gallery

Alai he might sttecowl too that vto
the marvel of It Tlio tnpprlug inir
ennu very near to them perhaps
twelve fcit distant nnd UK wind
would certainly carry tho rope JJCIWM

the chasm If carefully throw Jl A tow
strong tumid noire men might tilt Ibis
aerial ferry Well better they titan
none llrikvc fellow Would Itttt tho
Lord might help him

Higher and nearer swung the stal
wart youngster for none but n Illho
nnd active lay could climb u polo with
much winy vigor At lait he nwelnnl
time truck und a faintly heard JjliOut

from beneath mlnglitl with the hyster
teal delight of Hnld and Constance
when with legs twined round the mast
II> rested ids ruts fur nn Instant on
he lint knob of the truck
hurt his face cone Into tilt lower

ocns of the light strong clean shiny

n clear cut font tm n square tte
rmliied chin two dark oatiioBt oyo
mud a mop of milled black hair for
as deer tlllkcr cap 1m d bovn off pre
10 cleared the spar deck

Look out for the line they heard
dm shout The wind vako

beMouldilululy hot evidently dlstln
ulsh nn syllable of Brands answering
tail

Shall I nmko fast i
Cant hour n tong he cried If

on cnn hear mo hold n hand up
Brand obeyed
Catch this llnu ho wont on It Is

ttnchod tu n block with n running
acklo Html In arum aka fast

The mctntphoiier iSwutrd Brand to
Tonstanco She darted nniiy in bring
t null whim the tulviiturcr clinging
o tin foronmut had thrown fi roll sue
ossfully Brand took the htnJlDuL

Why dont you cowl this WI The
tliers will follow ho 11lI1I0wl-

tJTheC lire women mind children
own below They mint Ix> raised first
nd they cannot climb tho inset wins
ho reply

AH right hilt sonrt up n couple of
allots Wo nre short bunded ero-

lllghto smug out till other cheer
ly though ho wondered why three mon
hould anticipate difficulty
Down he wont Without v IUnp-

Irand and tho girls hMnl1 lustily nt
ho rope It was no thlkll ploy to
olst n hiuvvy pullry amid several bun
Ired feet of stout oonlnpe Jim than
nco they fmrcd time first thin role
onM brMk hint It was good hump

mi soon the block wax Itooknl to till

troujt Iron atiinehWns of the ratling
fo hake assurance doubly sari llttiud
old Itnld to take serfnil turns of the
pare frond around the hook truth time

idjn ent rsiis-
Mnnwhils OoiMUnce and ho saw

hilt lire ropy was movie through the
Ulley without Uwlr nsslstHine Thou
hroich the whirling cull bowntll they
nude oat mi tseuwlhig tlgun cltnirtiig
o It foen lie nm close to time jaillory
JktfhHie him by urns taU collar thoy
Jftea Ww iito safiljv lIe was one of
he jntller offtrer Rtnl oashanee

thougji lItJe Imnllv expected It osparl
meed inoaiimlnry feeling of dlwip
pobttmout that the first man to escape
VTM not tIN Imndgomc youth to whose
cool daring some nt least of tutu ships
company AVOUM owe tholr lives

The novrcomor was n typical Briton
Thanks ho said Close ihnvo

lInn you a light Wo Oust signal
oWiJKtLllwr

fTo U o0RTVICEDl
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